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Introduction 
 
 
The Long Island Solid Waste Leadership Council (the Council) was formed in mid-2018 to harness 
the working knowledge and energy of the municipal and private solid waste management 
professionals to initiate a proactive strategy for the future management of solid waste on Long 
Island, to, among other things, inform Planning Units of the various needs and concerns with solid 
waste management on Long Island and to recommend to the New York State Department of 
Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC)  implementation of solid waste management policy and 
plans specific to Long Island before a solid waste management crisis develops.  
 
NYSDEC is responsible for the enforcement of environmental law and regulations, including those 
pertaining to solid waste, as well as overseeing solid waste management planning. NYSDEC’s 
Region 1 office handles matters for Nassau and Suffolk counties (Long Island). In accordance with 
the New York State Environmental Conservation Law (ECL) and regulations, Local Solid Waste 
Management Plans (LSWMPs), are to be prepared and implemented by designated Planning Units.  
In NYSDEC Region 1, the Planning Units consist of towns, villages, cities and certain municipal 
entities engaged in the activity of solid waste management. 
 
NYSDEC is presently updating New York State’s solid waste management plan and its solid waste 
regulations. In December 2010, NYSDEC adopted the current version of the State Solid Waste 
Management Plan, Sustainable Materials Management Strategy for New York State – Beyond 
Waste.  The plan lays out comprehensive waste management strategies through 2020, with 
statewide and local goals through 2030. NYSDEC is in the process of updating the plan and has 
met with stakeholders statewide as they are key players in reaching the State’s goals. A draft of the 
updated plan is expected to be released for public comment in the summer 2020. In November 
2017, NYSDEC adopted major revisions to its Part 360 series regulations, Solid Waste 
Management. The revised regulations are undergoing further updates and clarifications. The 
proposed revisions are expected to be available for public comment in the summer 2020. NYSDEC 
is also working on proposed Part 351, Plastic Bag Reduction, Reuse, and Recycling. 
 
The intention was for the Council to freely evaluate, debate and formulate independent 
recommendations for action or further evaluation. The Council currently consists of municipal 
officials and private sector experts, all leaders who work with and understand waste management 
issues on Long Island. The Council’s focus is on sound solutions for solid waste management 
through inter-municipal cooperation, public-private partnerships, recognition of the marketplace, 
and the use of innovative technology.  
 
During its inaugural meeting, the Council began developing recommendations for actions to improve 
the management of solid waste on Long Island, while taking into consideration those actions’ 
potential environmental, economic and social impacts to municipalities, businesses and taxpayers. 
Some of the recommendations are intended to be part of regulatory, legislative and/or budget 
initiatives to be reviewed and considered in both short and long-term planning by all involved 
administrative agencies and legislative bodies as well as LSWM Planning Units. Ultimately, the 
Council is intended to aid in the creation of region-wide solutions to waste management issues. No 
one recommendation or any entity acting alone is going to address all of Long Island’s waste 
management problems: local, regional, state and national solutions are needed. 
 
The Council believes Long Island, as a region, also needs to consider how best to promote a Zero 
Waste approach to waste management and planning, which emphasizes waste prevention as 
opposed to end-of-pipe waste management.  Beyond recycling and reuse, zero waste focuses on 
responsible production, consumption, reuse and recovery of all products, packaging and materials, 
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without burning them, and without discharges - to land, water, or air - that threaten the environment 
or human health.  It is clearly an ideal, and not a hard target, but one that Long Island should aspire 
to.   
 
Under the Council, seven committees were formed to concentrate on specific management issues 
and waste streams. This document synthesizes and summarizes the recommendations that were 
developed by these Committees.  For a more complete discussion of the initial independent 
Committee report recommendations intended for consideration, please see the appendix. 
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The table below provides a list of the Committees, the number of Immediate (I), Short-Term (S), 
Mid-Term (M) and Long-Term (L) recommendations they have produced, as well as the respective 
Co-Chairs, one from the municipal sector and one from the private sector. 
 
 

Committee 
Recommendations 

I       S     M      L 
 
 

Co‐chair  
(Municipal) 

Co‐chair  
(Private Sector) 

Waste Transportation 3 1 1 3 
Jim Bunchuck – 

Town of Southold 
Michael White –  
Winter Brothers 

Dredge Management 1 1 1 1 Ken Pritchard Paul Lappano - LKB 

Recycling (Non-Organics) 1 2 3 3 
Martin Bellew – 

Town of Islip 
Will Flower -  
Winters Bros. 

Construction and Demolition 
(C&D) Debris Management 

2 0 4 3 
Kevin Johnston – 

Town of Brookhaven 
Kevin Nolan –  
Winters Bros. 

Vegetative Organic Waste 
(Organics Recycling) 

1 1 1 1 
Christine Fetten – 

Town of Southampton 
Charles Vigliotti -  

Long Island Compost 

Ash Management 1 2 0 2 
Chris Andrade – 

Town of Brookhaven 
Rick Sandner ‐ 

Covanta 

Storm Debris Management 2 1 1 0 VACANT 
Anthony Lomangino ‐ 
Maggio Environmental 

 
 
It is anticipated that the Council will remain intact and will function to coordinate advocacy for, and 
implementation of, the recommendations presented from the various Committees, recognizing 
there is a synergy in the resolution of the issues identified. The Council will coordinate its efforts to 
implement its recommendations using the same model upon which it was established: a partnership 
of public and private entities and interests involved in solid waste management.  As part of that 
effort, the Council will provide recommendations to NYSDEC for consideration as part of the 
development of the next State Solid Waste Management Plan.  
 
On Long Island, there are significant and unique challenges regarding solid waste management. 
Over 35 years ago, State law created a prohibition on landfilling of municipal solid waste (MSW) on 
Long Island as part of the efforts to protect our sole source aquifer. This resulted in a need to adapt, 
find and create disposal capacity other than landfills on Long Island.  As different types of solid 
waste have different management requirements, there are two landfills on Long Island that are 
currently accepting ash produced at Municipal Waste Combustion (MWC) facilities, where much of 
the residential MSW generated on Long Island is taken. Another type of waste, construction and 
demolition debris (C&D), is also currently landfilled on Long Island. The table below provides a 
summary of all the permitted, active landfills on Long Island. 
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Active Long Island Landfills 
 

Landfill Name Waste Type 
Estimated Remaining Life 

(as of 12-31-18) 

Town of Babylon 
Ash (only for MWC 
facility in the Town) 

 
<10 years 

Town of Brookhaven Ash and C&D 6 years 

Town of Islip C&D 2 years 

110 Sand C&D >25 years 

 
As the table indicates, based on their currently permitted sizes and estimated intake rates, three of 
the four landfills will reach capacity in less than 10 years. Additionally, the cost and availability of 
the on-Island MWC facilities to accept MSW is also in jeopardy. The New York Independent 
Systems Operator (“NYSIO”), which coordinates and directs the flow of electricity throughout the 
State, has released a carbon pricing proposal for the whole power market in the State. As currently 
drafted MWC facilities would be subject to the program. It is reported that the inclusion in the 
program of Carbon emissions from MWC facilities will substantially increase the cost of operation 
and therefor use of these facilities, or even result in their closing. This is a looming crisis that will 
substantially increase the need for off-Island transport and disposal of waste, including MSW, ash 
and C&D. 
 
Currently, thousands of tons of MSW and C&D are already trucked off Long Island each day. A 
portion of C&D is also shipped off the Island by rail for disposal out-of-state. In the future, much 
more waste will need to be transported off Long Island, which, if transported by truck, will result in 
increased traffic congestion, increased greenhouse gas emissions, greater stress on our already 
stressed highway infrastructure and certainly higher costs. Also, the imposition of the NYISO carbon 
pricing proposal on MWC facilities could reduce existing on-Island capacity thereby creating the 
need for even more off-Island transport and disposal of waste. In addition to MSW, ash and C&D, 
Long Island also has issues with other solid wastes that are not usually landfilled. These wastes are 
also discussed in the Committee recommendations. 
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Recommended Immediate Actions 
 
The recommendations developed by the independent Committees were placed into one of four 
categories, based on anticipated time frame for execution: immediately (as soon as possible), short 
term (0-2 years), mid-term (1-5 years) and long-term (2-10 years).  Following are the action items 
recommended for immediate execution. 
 

Committee Recommended Immediate Actions 

Waste Transportation 

 
Waste generators and jurisdictions taking responsibility for waste 
transportation should coordinate to secure better service and 
pricing for trucking services. A coordinated effort to increase off-
island rail transportation, to include MSW, as well as C&D, 
including NYSDEC, MTA/LIRR, NYAR, State Lawmakers and 
appropriate stakeholders. Should lobby NYISO to exempt MWC 
facilities from its carbon pricing proposal. 
 

Dredge Management 

 
A better reuse database should be established to facilitate 
stakeholders coordination of efforts to beneficially use dredge 
material. 
 

Recycling (Non-
Organics) 

The coordinated development of markets for recycled materials 
should be promoted. 

Construction and 
Demolition (C&D) 

Debris 

 
Increase monitoring and enforcement, to prevent and minimize 
illegal dumping; and develop rewards programs, through 
municipalities, for reporting illegal dumping. Encourage Long 
Island landfills to prioritize acceptance of local C&D generators. 
 

Organics Recycling 
(Vegetative Organic 

Waste) 

An organics recycling outreach and education initiative should be 
implemented (through NYSDEC). 

Ash Management 
MWC facilities should start baseline testing of ash as soon as 
possible. 

Storm Debris 
Management 

 
Municipalities should develop a storm debris management plan; 
and applicable contracts should be in place, with service providers 
on-call. 
 

 
The Council also recommended the formation of a standing committee on waste reduction 
immediately. 
 
An overview of each Committee’s recommendations, with the above immediate actions included, 
are outlined in their respective sections, which follow. 
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Waste Transportation Committee 
 

 

Introduction 
The capacity to transport waste off-island is currently insufficient and the problem will worsen going 
forward, as demand is expected to increase. In the last year, the cost to transport waste off Long 
Island, via trucks, has doubled. Additionally, as noted in recent months, fewer trucks are available 
to accommodate the current demand. There is a pressing need for a substantial increase in capacity 

for off‐Island transportation, via multiple transportation methods, while maintaining a reasonable 
cost to the commercial marketplace and residents. Additionally, proposed policy changes by the 
New York Independent System Operator (NYISO) could result in closure of existing on-island 
municipal waste combustor (MWC) capacity, potentially adding up to 160,000 truck trips off-island 
annually.  
 
 

Recommendations 
Immediately 
 To secure services and possibly reduce trucking costs, consideration should be given to 

having multiple jurisdictions/generators, which rely on trucking, work together to secure better 
service and pricing. 

 Work with NYISO and the Public Service Commission (PSC) to exempt the State’s MWCs 
from the NYISO Carbon Pricing Proposal to avoid loss of existing capacity. 

 An increase in off‐Island rail transportation to include MSW, as well as C&D, ash and 
recyclables, is essential. A coordinated focused effort to accomplish this goal involving 
NYSDEC, MTA/LIRR, NYAR, State Lawmakers and appropriate stakeholders is needed, as 
soon as possible. The rail freight tariff governing the handling of waste on Long Island 

should be consistent with interstate Class 1 rail freight carriers. In the short ‐term, while a plan 
is developed, investigate the feasibility of “short haul” trucking to the other side of the Hudson 
to take advantage of the greater “long haul” resources reported to be available there. 

 
Short-Term 

 Other than trucking, alternative modes of off-island transportation of solid waste must be 
developed and expanded. Addressing the additional off-island transportation of solid waste 
capacity must be achieved in conjunction with addressing the recommendations presented by 
the other Committees of the Council.  
 

Mid-Term 

 Consider and investigate the feasibility of maritime transportation of solid waste off Long Island 
with adequate oversight and at appropriate locations. 
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Long-Term 

 Going forward, L.I. waste transportation plans must also be in alignment with initiatives such 
as the NYSDEC “Clean Transportation NY” Plan and the NYC “Freight NYC Program.” These 
initiatives both emphasize a reduction in truck traffic, particularly through the NYC Metropolitan 
area, toward the goals of reducing traffic congestion, reducing dependence on aging highway 
infrastructure and reducing greenhouse gas emissions. Both initiatives present the need for 
additional rail and consideration of the feasibility of maritime freight transport solutions. 
 

 Plans should consider appropriate and measured expansion of on-island waste management 
capacity, including recycling, composting, anaerobic digestion, and energy recovery through 
municipal waste combustion to minimize growth of transportation demand. State and local waste 
management and energy policies should be considered as a means to facilitate planning as 
appropriate, including those designed to incentivize the use of on-island generated waste as a 
resource for materials and energy providing greater self-sufficiency and resilience. 

 

 Assure proper containerization for rail transport of waste is available and provide investment in 
capacity to allow rail to handle more freight, including waste commodities.  
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Dredge Management Committee 
 

Introduction 
Historically, most of the material that has been dredged from the Long Island area has been disposed 
of at open water dump sites in the Long Island Sound. Based on a recently released draft plan, the 
Army Corps of Engineers anticipates continuing this practice for the next 30 years. In 2016, the EPA 
announced that it planned to add one or two additional sites for disposal in the eastern Long Island 
Sound, prompting Governor Cuomo to announce plans to take legal action against the Federal 
Government if that happened. For many years, New York has had interest in beneficially using the 
dredged material for projects such as beach nourishment, creation of or additions to marshes, mine 
reclamation, etc.  While there is some reuse for beach replenishment, mostly in Suffolk County for 
which 90% of projects involve beach nourishment, if all the material was dredged and not 
beneficially used on Long Island, at a minimum, over 390,000 CY/YR would need to be landfilled 
on Long Island or transported off Long Island. 
 

 
Recommendations 
Immediately 

 To better assess past and future activities, options, and needs, an accurate database for dredge 
material should be maintained. The database should track dredge quantity, quality and final 
disposition, as well as any reuse applications and their approvals and denials of unfeasible 
proposals.   

Short Term 

 Implement and expand beneficial use determination (BUD) guidelines for moderately 
contaminated navigation dredge material, to encourage beneficial use and discourage 
landfilling.  When developing guidelines, the NYSDEC should consider social and economic 
impacts, in concert with environmental impacts. 

Mid-Term 

 To minimize landfilling of dredge material and associated disposal costs, greater collaborative 
efforts should be made among stakeholders to encourage beneficial use both upland and in 
water where feasible and environmentally acceptable. 

Long-Term 

 More funding should be made available for dredging projects, particularly those which present 
creative reuse options. 
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Recycling Committee 
 

Introduction 
To make a recycling system successful, all involved parties, including consumers, collectors, 
processors, manufacturers and regulators, need to do their part, continue to work together, and 
recognize recycling is not free. With an ever‐changing list of consumer products entering the 
recycling stream, it is a challenge to ensure that a quality commodity is produced in the recycling 
process. There is a real danger that poor recycling separation and habits of residents and 
businesses will lead to poor quality recyclable commodities, which are undesirable in the market.  
Without markets for recycled commodities, recycling will not succeed.  
 

 

Recommendations 
Immediately 
 Promote the development of markets for recyclables. Encourage the State to explore 

opportunities related to using supplies of targeted recyclable materials on Long Island, while 
assisting in the development of secondary processing facilities and manufacturing operations 
that use recycled commodities. Where economically feasible and readily available, the 
government should facilitate the use of recycled materials by establishing procurement 
guidelines that require the use of recycled content.  For example, to promote and increase the 
use of recyclables such as glass under Section 106‐05 and Section 304 of the NYS‐DOT 
Standard Specifications (as published January 1, 2016) the language should be changed from 
“may use” to “must use.” 

 
Short-Term 
 Coordinate a standing committee of recycling coordinators across Long Island to better 

collectively address the region’s recycling challenges. 
 

 Educate consumers. Renew educational efforts with a goal of creating a consistent message for 
improving the quantity and quality of the curbside recyclables that flow to recycling processing 
facilities. The public and private sectors need to educate all generators (commercial and 
residential) about recycling to reduce contamination in the recycling stream. Information that 
could be included in the educational efforts includes a universal list of materials acceptable for 
recycling, and a “do’s and don’ts” list for recycling. 

 

Mid-Term 
 Propose a State law that mandates that for any unit of government which establishes a diversion 

goal, a utilization policy that matches this goal must also be established to balance diversion 
and the necessary use of recyclable materials. 

 

 Revise (modernize) the NYS Bottle Bill, to improve recycling within the State. The bottle bill was 
implemented many years ago, initially as an anti-litter Bill, and the basic system has not been 
altered since the development of the larger-scale consumer recycling systems. To improve 
recycling rates and the quality of recycling, the independent Committee recommends an 
expanded, glass-only Bottle Bill be implemented, with a deposit of up to $0.25 on wine and spirit 
bottles along with a mandate that unclaimed deposits be used at a rate of 50% to fund recycling 
education and 50% for increasing recycling infrastructure through a grant program. 

 

 Establish a minimum $0.05 charge for all carry-out bags used at checkout at retail stores.  
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Long-Term 
 Establish a Statewide or Tri‐State Task Force to study methods for reducing, through source 

reduction, reuse and recycling, consumer packaging that generates solid waste. The Task Force 
should include experts from the packaging industry, the recycling industry (processors), 
municipalities, NYSDEC, NYSAR3, NY Product Stewardship Council and the NY State Pollution 
Prevention Institute. The Task Force can evaluate strategies for improving the efficacy of 
recycling infrastructures and systems and identify opportunities for improved waste reduction, 
reuse and recycling for consumer packaging. When the workable actions are developed, the 
Task Force could provide a report to the Governor, the State Legislature and local government. 

 

 Study and potentially create a regional glass recycling plant to promote a local market for 
recycled glass products. 

 

 Encourage market development by offering financial (tax) incentives to businesses that invest in 
recycling. Use tax incentives to encourage the packaging industry to use more recovered 
materials in their manufacturing processes. Tax incentives can be credits, deductions, or 
exemptions from income, franchise, property, and excise taxes. A tax incentive can also be a 
shortened depreciation schedule, which allows depreciation deductions to be used more quickly 
after the purchase of an asset. Most states provide tax incentives for recycling through the 
investment tax credit. Investment tax credits are reductions in the tax liability based upon 
investment in certain kinds of property purchased during the taxable year. 
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Construction and Demolition Debris 
Committee  

 

Introduction 
Long Island landfills receive nearly one-million tons of C&D debris annually, approximately half from 
Long Island and half from New York City.  To minimize illegal dumping, proper disposal options for 
these waste streams are necessary, as well as viable end uses where appropriate, and prosecution 
of illegal dumpers. 

 

Recommendations 
Immediately 
 Prevent and minimize illegal dumping through an increase in monitoring and enforcement. 

NYSDEC and local law enforcement agencies should increase enforcement activities to 
investigate and prosecute those individuals and companies engaged in illegal dumping. It should 
be anticipated that illegal dumping will increase as prices for the proper management of C&D 
continues to escalate and disposal capacity on the Island diminishes or disposal costs increase. 
There should be a coordinated effort between local law enforcement agencies and NYSDEC to 
investigate, provide surveillance, arrest and prosecute illegal dumpers. The State and local 
governments should also increase the fines and penalties for illegal dumping.  
 

 The Long Island landfills accepting C&D should be encouraged to give priority to receive waste 
generated on-island. This will reduce truck traffic congestion, particularly the material moving 
through New York City, and will reduce resources required for long-haul disposal. 

 

Mid-Term 
 Municipalities at all levels should develop a reward program for individuals who identify and help 

convict those dumping illegally and violating State or local laws.  An example reward program is 
The Town of Brookhaven’s program which helps prevent illegal dumping (See Brookhaven 
Resolution 2017‐0746). 

 

 The recovery, reuse and recycling of wood waste across Long Island should be encouraged and 
promoted.  Local markets for recovered wood should be developed and fostered. As part of this 
effort, NYSDEC should evaluate additional pre-determined BUDs for wood waste recovered from 
the C&D waste stream. Municipalities and municipal waste combustor operators should explore 
modification of their permits to combust this wood to create energy in the existing network of 
municipal waste combustors on Long Island. 

 

 Develop the market for asphalt shingles. Reach out to asphalt plants to promote the point that 
reclaimed asphalt from shingles offers a cost‐effective alternative to virgin asphalt used in paving 
mixes. Coordination with NYSDOT specifications will need to be further explored. 

 

 A task force should be formed to explore the various components of the C&D waste stream with 
a goal of identifying specific options to recover and reuse/recycle the components.  
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Long-Term 
 Promote the development of local ordinances that create incentives and encourage recycling 

of C&D material. 

 

 C&D recycling and market development should be incorporated into the local site plan review 
and approval process, a C&D management plan that identifies efforts to reduce, reuse and 
recycle C&D debris could be required for projects of a certain size. 

  

 Educate producers, via a “What do I do with…” website, and possibly seminars, on C&D 
materials management on Long Island. The website(s) could identify outlets for reusable and 
recyclable C&D materials. 
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Vegetative Organic Waste Committee  
 

Introduction 
Rather than being landfilled or burned, Vegetative Organic Waste (VOW), including leaves, 
trees/wood, farm waste, food and animal waste can provide useful recycled products when 
managed properly. With Long Island having limited available space for the management of these 
materials, along with concerns for potential groundwater impacts and recently modified state 
regulations, proper management of VOW is a necessity and a high priority. The recommendations 
that follow are a compilation of Committee members’ input on this subject. 
 
 

Recommendations 
Immediately 
 A NYSDEC-led outreach initiative, aimed at educating processing facilities, political 

representatives and the public, should occur, with a focus on providing clear information about 
organic recycling activities, regulations, and addressing concerns and misconceptions. 

 

Short-Term 
 Implementation of revised NYSDEC regulations for vegetative organic waste facilities that are 

economical and protective of groundwater resources is needed, so that these materials can 
continue to be recycled effectively. 

 
Mid-Term 
 NYSDEC should continue to work with interested parties on developing revised regulations that 

include design and operation standards for the prevention and mitigation of groundwater 
impacts from organic waste operations. 

 

Long-term 

 Explore the potential for grant monies for facilities to make operational upgrades and stormwater 
management improvements. Also, allow municipalities, who have groundwater issues, to qualify 
for Water Quality Improvement Project (WQIP) grant funding to improve groundwater quality, 
possibly on an emergency declaration basis.  
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Ash Management Committee 
 

Introduction 
There are four Municipal Waste Combustion (MWC) facilities on Long Island, producing 
approximately 425,000 tons of ash per year. Each year, approximately 375,000 tons of this ash is 
disposed of at the Town of Brookhaven landfill, with the remainder landfilled at the Town of Babylon 
landfill. Both landfills are expected to reach their maximum permitted capacity less than ten years from 
now. Given this situation, the focus of the Ash Management Committee has been to develop viable 

options for maintaining “on‐island” disposal of ash at Brookhaven for a period of time while also 
pursuing maximum reuse/recycling of ash and alternative means of off-Island transportation and 
disposal. The following independent Committee recommendations are being provided to address 
MWC ash management challenges facing Long Island now and in the future. 
 
 

Recommendations 
Immediately 
 Based on an allowance granted by NYSDEC, MWC facilities should submit a letter of intent and 

a revised Ash Management Plan to NYSDEC as soon as possible, to allow for the 
commencement of baseline testing under the revised solid waste regulations, which will hasten 
the required biannual ash testing and allow greater resources to be focused on the sampling 
and analysis needed for beneficial use of the ash.  

 
Short-Term  

 Ash management plans should facilitate the recovery of additional recyclable metal from MWC 
ash using traditional processing technologies.  Increased metal recovery would conserve landfill 
space by removing metals and improving the compaction ratio of the remaining ash.  Self-
contained/mobile systems are available for operation on the landfill face or potentially on-site at 
the MWC facilities. Any requests for permit modifications for these activities to the NYSDEC 
should be reviewed expeditiously.  Ideally, the final ash product will be of higher quality suitable 
as landfill alternative operating cover, as a landfill grading and shaping material, and/or used to 
construct roadways within the landfill.  

 

 Evaluate adjustments to the regulatory framework, like that of the State of Pennsylvania’s GP-
61, to establish a permitting process for allowing MWC ash to be processed into usable 
products.  A regulatory process, that incorporates language from NYSDEC’s solid waste and 
beneficial use regulations, would establish standards for the recovery and use of products, 
such as aggregate, from MWC ash. This would provide a mechanism for industry to invest in 
ash processing technology.  The use of these recovered aggregates would reduce the need to 
import natural aggregates to Long Island and/or reduce the environmental impact from mining 
them locally.  By meeting established standards, the regulations would include a streamlined 
process to allow “end of waste” classification.  Thus, declassification from being considered a 
“waste”. 

Long-Term 
 Increased MWC capacity on Long Island is a key solut ion to long-term waste 

management goals.   Obvious impacts would be a material reduction in truck traffic and 
emissions resulting from off-Island truck transport, as well as a reduction in the double handling 
of waste at the numerous on‐island transfer facilities. State and local waste management and 
energy policies should be considered as a means to facilitate planning as appropriate, including 



Draft 03-19-19_Rev 2020-2-21 

15  

those designed to incentivize the use of on-island generated waste as a resource for materials 
and energy, providing greater self-sufficiency and resilience. 

 

 Since the development and deployment of this technology will take time, continued ash disposal 
capacity on Long Island is necessary to avoid off-island transport that would exacerbate other 
solid waste challenges facing Long Island.  A feasibility study is needed regarding the increase 
of ash disposal capacity on LI.  Alternate long-term use and/or disposal options must continue 
to be sought. 
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Storm Debris Management Committee  
 

Introduction 
This Committee’s focus is on how to get communities cleaned up quickly and efficiently following a 
significant weather event and to include coordinated plans and assets before such events. With 
consideration of challenges that were faced when handling the debris from Superstorm Sandy, and 
with the issue of Long Island being densely populated with little available open space, the 
recommendations listed below were developed to help ensure fast and more cost-effective clean 
ups.  
 
 

Recommendations 
Immediately 
 All municipalities should develop a standing storm debris management plan. This plan should 

identify the locations of both temporary storage/transfer sites and permanent disposal sites. 
Because various types of wastes are generated from a storm event, the management plan 
should also address what types of wastes will be accepted at each location and include 
maintaining agreements for transport and disposal. 
 

 Although there are numerous municipalities that normally operate independently within Nassau 
County and Suffolk County, coordinating plans to allow for multiple municipalities to utilize 
temporary debris management locations would likely improve the cleanup process and should 
be considered. 

 

 To lessen their burden during periods of emergency response, and avoid delaying contractors’ 
activities, municipalities should have all applicable debris cleanup and disposal contracts in 
order and ready for execution prior to the arrival of a forecasted major storm. 

 

Short-term 
 All municipalities in Nassau and Suffolk should maintain open communication regarding their 

storm debris management plans, possibly with an annual meeting to share ideas and attempt 
to address previous challenges that were encountered following a significant storm event. 

 

Mid-term 
 In the event of a major storm event within a given municipality, plans should be in place to 

ensure that there are multiple disposal sites available so that the municipality does not have to 
wait for one disposal site to reach maximum capacity before planning to open another site. 
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