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April 27, 2021 

 

Supervisor Ed Romaine 

Town of Brookhaven  

1 Independence Hill  

Farmingville, NY 11738 

 

 

RE:  Private Town Agreements with Brookhaven Rail, LLC  

 

Dear Supervisor Romaine,  

 

As you know, CCE has ongoing concerns about the application by Brookhaven Rail, LLC to the 

Federal Surface Transportation Board (“STB”) with regard to their request to be exempt from 

local zoning for this massive 6,000 tons-per-day proposed solid waste transfer facility.   

 

One of CCE’s concerns, which we specifically expressed in our October 29, 2020 letter to you, 

was the Town’s JOINT request with Brookhaven Rail LLC, submitted to the STB, for a private 

mediation between Brookhaven Town and Brookhaven Rail, LLC.  Our concern was that this 

private mediation created a secret “partnership” between the Town and Brookhaven Rail, LLC 

“working collaboratively” to advance this proposal with no public input and no transparency.  

 

In addition, as proposed, this project would encroach upon and potentially dissect the Town’s 

perpetually protected 62-acre conservation easement of open space and forest land in the center 

of Brookhaven (“Conservation Easement”). 

 

In minutes recently published by the STB regarding the private mediation between the Town and 

Brookhaven Rail LLC (copy attached), it states that: the Town and Brookhaven Rail LLC are 

“finalizing their agreements on issues” that will be “memorialized in a confidential MOU 

[Memorandum of Understanding];” and that the Town and Brookhaven Rail LLC “have agreed 

in principle” that there will be a “new switch on the LIRR mainline with a southern turnout and 

the Town has agreed to proceed with the adjustment of the Conservation Easement areas 

to accommodate this approach.” 

 

These “confidential” and undisclosed agreements, discussions, and limitations on issues relating 

to this project are cause for alarm.  The Town’s apparent agreement to “adjust” the Conservation 
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Easement to “accommodate” Brookhaven Rail LLC appears to sacrifice the integrity of the 

contiguous forested areas, which devalues and degrades their ecological significance. Secret 

negotiations of this type traditionally lead to undermining the public’s interests and bolstering 

corporate interests.   

 

We are immensely disturbed that these negotiations violate open, transparent, and good 

government principles.  The fact that these secret agreements were made to facilitate a large 

scale industrial project for a particular developer, where the project potentially poses significant 

risks to the environment is particularly alarming. 

 

I am writing to request your office immediately disclose to the public all agreements/draft 

agreements, notes, emails, and other materials and documents provided or received as part of the 

STB mediation or otherwise pertaining to the Town’s secret discussions with Brookhaven Rail 

LLC and any other parties or persons, relating to the proposed facility. 

 

We also request that the Town cease any further participation in such private mediation with 

Brookhaven Rail LLC and any further discussions of these serious issues be made open to the 

public. 
 

As we have previously stated, using mediation to provide clarity is certainly reasonable, but 

using mediation as a shield to hide the Town’s role in this project from public review does not 

serve the public good.  Public expectation is that these efforts should all be disclosed and no 

agreements entered into without full public input and review.  

Thank you,   

 

Adrienne Esposito 

Executive Director  

 

CC:     US Senator Schumer 

 Congressman Zeldin  

NYS Senator Kaminsky 

 NYS Assemblyman Englebright 

 NYS Assemblyman DeStefano 

 Suffolk County Executive Steve Bellone  

 Suffolk County Legislator Calarco 

 NYS DEC Commissioner Basil Seggos 

 NYS DEC Deputy Commissioner Carrie Meeks Gallagher 

 Ms. Sarah Lansdale, Suffolk County Planning Director 

 Brookhaven Town Board Members 


