
Open Space Council    
Carmans River Watershed Management Trust Fund

PO Box 275 • Brookhaven, NY 11719

To: Honorable Ed Romaine, Supervisor, Town of Brookhaven
      Honorable Council members of the Town Board — Jane Bonner, Neil Foley, Kevin 
LaValle,

Michael Loguercio, Dan Panico

cc: Christopher Andrade, Commissioner of the Department of Recycling 
and Sustainable Materials Management

      Peter Fountaine, Town of Brookhaven Environmental Department
      Donna Lent, Brookhaven Town Clerk
      Beth Reilly, Town of Brookhaven Commissioner of Planning
     
re: Application by Gershowitz Medford Transfer Station/aka Peconic 
Environmental Services for Town Board Special Permit for Transfer Station and 
Town Board Waivers of Special Permit Criteria on property located on Peconic 
Avenue in Medford, New York

February 21, 2021

Dear honorable Town of Brookhaven officials:

Thank you for this opportunity to comment following the Public Hearing conducted on 
February 11th. We are including in our e-mail submission a text and pdf attachment.We 
are simultaneously requesting party-in-Interest status and request receiving all legal 
notices and postings for this project application by postal mail and e-mail.

This request for permit waiver is not for a stand-alone project, as it is being erroneously 
framed for the Town Board. Its attorney, Mr. Tim Shea, repeatedly referred to the 
project at the February 11 hearing as being “only six acres,” a highly misleading 
characterization.  

It is, instead, only one piecee, albeit in truth six acres, in the conglomerate puzzle, 
intimately and highly interwoven consisting of nearly 1,000 acres of other projects and 
facilities managing the waste stream in the Town of  Brookhaven which receive, treat, 
and ship regional waste for two-thirds of Long Island, well-over two million people, 
and multiple townships. These interwoven facilities and sites include the following, 
many simultaneously now under review:

• Town landfill (slated for closure  2024)— 260 acres



• Proposed new ashfill, the RRRF — 5 acres
• 444 Horseblock Road proposed acquisition for “Buffer” with Open Space $$s — 

appr 2 acres (?)
• Gershow Medford Transfer Station, the instant application — 6 acres (in 

addition to acreage already owned adjacent)
• Gershow adjacently-owned additional lands to the north — appr 100 acres 

along the railroad
• Winters Brothers acquisition of land, seeking US rails permit, “Shamrock” — 

228 acres
• BRT Brookhaven Rail Terminal — 475 acres
• American Organic Energy anaerobic digester, Vigliotti, Yaphank — 62 acres

We are, therefore, highly recommending and requesting that no action be taken at this 
time regarding a waiver for the Medford Transfer Station and that, instead, the Town 
Board require that this project, along with those enumerated above, be 
considered cumulatively with other related projects, and incorporated into the 
current ongoing EIS (Environmental Impact Statement) process for the ashfill. 
The SEQRA process legally demands that reasonable alternatives be given, other 
than the dearth which occurred in the draft Scope for the ashfill as a sole “No 
Action.”  Open Space Council requested cumulative analysis as part of the Final Scope 
now being formulated. It calls on inclusion of the instant application before you, also.

Economics on a grand scale, and our very specific tax dollars, more pointedly, which 
are paying consultants to give us the beginning analysis of what we need to know about 
waste to make informed decisions via an EIS, heavily argue for incorporating analysis of 
this instant application and all related waste projects into the EIS, as does Supervisor 
Ed Romaine’s impassioned comments at an LIA (Long Island Association) breakfast 
and other venues that we urgently need a Long Island regional waste plan. To mistake 
this 6-acre application as a stand-alone is a grave, illegal, and unintelligent error on the 
part of the Town Board. The Supervisor’s many comments highlights this.

In sum, we are urging, instead, that no action be taken on this proposal at this time until 
it is legally and properly considered cumulatively with all the connected, intertwined, and 
related projects  — comprising nearly 1,000 acres (938 A.) of at least eight projects 
distributed in a north south orientation, sites geographically nearly touching each other 
spanning from the proximity of the mouth of the Carmans River at the landfill, north to 
the BRT and the proposed Shamrock rails site, almost all of them impacting the 
Carmans River watershed  — regarding the treatment of Long Island’s regional waste 
for two-thirds of Long Island in the the Town of Brookhaven, your jurisdiction.

Thank you for this opportuity to comment.

Sincerely,

Karen  Blumer



Karen Blumer
President, Open Space Council
Administrator, Carmans River Watershed Trust Fund
PO Box 142 • Shoreham, NY 11786
631-821-3337 • growingwild@iCloud.com


